INDIA IN THE
League of Nations Assembly
The tenth Session of the Assembly of the League of Nations commenced at
Geneva on the 2nd September and closed on the 25_th September. sir
mahomed habibullah, leader of the Indian Delegation to the League
Assembly, after announcing that India would sign the Optional Clause before the
end of this Assembly, made a striking plea for a greater consideration of India's
needs. He said there was a feeling in India and other Eastern countries that the
West claimed most of the League's attention.
Sir Mahomed Habibullah paid a tribute to his predecessors of the British
race who had served India with a single-minded and unswerving loyalty at the
League meetings, He emphasised that India was an ardent and firm supporter
of the League and was determined to contribute its full quota of energy and
effort towards the League's ideals. He declared that India was as anxious as
any other country to see peace perpetuated on a basis of disarmament but disarma-
ment must be general and a glance at the map of India's frontiers would demon-
strate her difficulties.
India welcomes the visit of the League's Malaria Commission and would
gladly assist the League's studies in rural hygiene and the causes of child mortality
if it was extended to India.
Sir Mahomed Habibullah declared that organised publicity gave advantage to
those who were in command of it but the League's work could only be achieved
with the aid of the co-operation and sympathy of the whole world. He pleaded
for a new orientation of vision and endeavour and expressed the opinion that the
interchange of health officers and the visit of the Malaria Commission had won
more adherents to the League in India than a multitude of lectures and pamphlets.
He suggested stronger Indian representation on the League's administration.
The Assembly paid close attention to Sir Mahomed's speech which was well
received and his promise of India's co-operation was loudly cheered,
"THE proceedings OF THE assembly of the League of Nations"
wrote the Hindu of Madras, "in the past few days are of special impor
tance to India, Not only were questions like the drug traffic discussed-
but issues involving the status of India and her financial contribution in
respect of League's activities were also considered. It may be granted that
on the whole the respresentattves of India spoke the true mind of the country*
Both sir chunilal mehta and sir muhammad habibullah took
occasion to point out ^how the influence of India in the counsels of the
League was not proportionate to her importance, her position among the cultured
nations, her own interests or her financial contribution. sir geoffrey corbett,
another representative of India, was equally frank and apt in his expression of
India's views on the subject on which he had occasion to speak, His exposition
of India's attitude to the proposal of a tariff holiday was a well-reasoned and,
generally speaking, faithful account of the country's feelings. India's natural
impulses are not in favour of shutting her doors against the trade of other
nations ; they are essentially those of self-defence. Our tariff rates are not
determined by any calculated policy to ruin the commerce or industry of other
countries ; they only aim at seeing that others do not ruin industries for pursuing
and developing which we are by nature well fitted, India began to engage

